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Zhovtobryukh M. Steinerism in the history of political and legal concepts of the social
legal state

The article addresses the problem of identifying key ideas of Stein’s school of thought as a
social-reformist stream of the political and legal thought in Germany in the 2nd half of the
nineteenth century.

The focus is on the investigation of the role of the administration and self-government in the
mechanism of the welfare legal state in the theoretical conceptsof Stein’s school.

The author shows the impact of liberal and socialist ideologies on the formation of the
theoretical concepts of the welfare state in the middle of the XIX century in Germany and other
European countries. The theoretical models of the welfare state of the representatives of Stein’s
school as well asthe methodological and axiological terms are based on the idea of targeted social
reformation with state means. At the same time the legally framed and supported subsidiary
activity of the state is viewed as a legal principle. The author identifies two main elements of the
structure of the state mechanism of the models considered: administrative, which covers all the
managerial tasks and implements them with the legal means (regulatory policy); and self-
governance which performs the complementary relievingfunction under the supervision of the
public authorities. The need for self-governancearises due to the fact that social policy is
determined as the primary goal of the state; therefore, there is a need to strengthen and
complement the managerial administrative element. Thus self-governance, in these theoretical
concepts, acts like the second, after the administrative bodies of the state, subsidiary system for
execution of the goal and functions of the state.

Key words: Stein’s school of thought, social reformism, welfare legal state.


